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his June in Salt Lake City our Unitarian Universalist Association General Assembly will vote 
on our next president, a role that includes both executive functions as well as being the voice 
of our liberal religious faith tradition in the wider world. As one of the UUA’s only three 

associate member groups, the UUWF acts as a powerful force for the women in our movement, 
advancing justice for women through education and advocacy and promoting spiritual growth 
through the advancement of religious feminisms. The challenge to the UUWF board is how we 
might best represent our constituency during campaigns for UUA Office.
 
At our March 2008 meeting, it was the consensus of the board that we consider endorsing can-
didates only when approached, and that we devote some space in an upcoming Communicator to 
interviews with the candidates, based on issues unique to women. As of press time, we had not been 
asked by either candidate for a formal endorsement. The following are their responses to the three 
main questions they were asked, both in written form and in conversations with the board during 
our meeting in February 2009.

UUA Presidential Candidates Speak Out 
on Issues Unique to Women

T

First Marjorie Bowens-
Wheatley Grants Awarded
Our new grants program supports aspirants 
to the UU ministry who identify as women of 
color, Latina or Hispanic. The 2009 recipients 
are Natalie Maxwell Fenimore, Gaithersburg, 
MD; Dr. Denise Hall, Greeley, CO; Kathleen 
McGregor, Pasadena, CA; and Jodi Tharan, El 
Cerrito, CA. Both the recipients and the pro-
gram will be featured in a UUWF workshop 
at this year’s General Assembly and in the next 
issue of the Communicator.

Rev. Dr. Laurel Hallman  
First Unitarian Church 
Dallas, TX

How have feminist 
thealogies/theologies 
impacted our living 
liberal religious  
tradition?
For a whole genera-
tion of women, the 
“Cakes for the Queen 
of Heaven” curricu-
lum by Shirley Ann 

Ranck was a foundational, life-changing work. 
For many women it marked the first time they 
could gather to talk about religion in words, 
images, and rituals that reflected their own ex-
perience. Many, many women were empowered 
to find their own religious path in that time. 

We also reclaimed our own liberal religious 
heritage of women ministers when we began 
to honor the women of the Iowa Sisterhood 
who founded and settled into churches in the 
Ohio Valley, their lives restored to us through 
historians such as Cynthia Grant Tucker. We re-
gained the model of ministry that these women 
represented: tenacious, faithful, and institution-
ally successful. In our own time we have seen 
women ministers recognize again the call that 
had long been stifled both by our culture and 
by our own tradition. 

Rev. Peter Morales 
Jefferson Unitarian Church 
Golden, CO

How have feminist 
thealogies/theologies 
impacted our living 
liberal religious  
tradition?
The effect of feminist 
thealogies/theologies 
has been so pervasive 
that we often don’t 
recognize the source. 

There are some obvious examples: women’s 
spirituality groups, inclusive language, the rise 
of earth-based ritual and courses like “Cakes for 
the Queen of Heaven.” 

The most important effects are less obvious, for 
they permeate the practice of congregational 
life – worship, pastoral care, religious educa-
tion and decision making. Perhaps the most 
important contributions have been in three 
areas: emphasis on the wholeness of human 
experience, a focus on the sanctity of human 
relationships and a new view of power. 

Ours is a tradition that easily falls into the 
mistake of overemphasizing the intellectual 
and rational. Feminist perspectives provide an 
important corrective, emphasizing the affective, 
the emotional, the experiential. 

Meet the New UUWF  
Clara Barton Intern

“It’s so exciting to start 
my work here at the 
beginning of the new 
administration,” com-
ments Orelia Busch, 
the new UUWF Clara 
Barton Legislative 
Assistant/Intern for 
Women’s Issues. The 

fourth young woman to take up this position, 
she comes to us after two years with the Peace 
Corps in Burkina Faso, West Africa, where her 
work supported girls’ and women’s rights to 
education and economic independence. 

Originally from Madison, WI, Orelia found 
Unitarian Universalism in high school and 
became an active leader of the Young Adult 
and Campus Ministry group.  In 2004 she 
received an interdisciplinary degree in Psy-
chology, Human Development, and Women’s 
Studies from the University of Wisconsin.  
Her background has given her experience in 
working with diverse campus, religious, and 
community-based organizations to promote 
understanding and human rights in the areas 
of gender, sexuality, and education.  

The UUWF Clara Barton Internship was 
established in 2002 in the UUA’s Washington 
Office by UUWF’s $200,000 donation and 
assistance raising a matching amount for the 
permanent endowment funding the internship. 
Read more about Orelia at www.uuwf.org.
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Thanking Our Contributors
We extend a heartfelt “thank you” to all those 
who contributed generous donations and pledges 
between January 1 and December 31, 2008. 

Legacy Circle
We are pleased to receive word from Phyllis 
Fairman, Minneapolis, MN and Mary-Ella Holst, 
New York, NY, that they have included UUWF in 
their planned giving as the beneficiary of annuities; 
we gratefully acknowledge a generous bequest from 
the late Alice Wallace, San Francisco, CA.

Susan B. Anthony Circle ($10,000+)
Edward A. Simmons, Hempstead, NY

Dorothea Dix Circle ($1,000-$2,499)
Lynda Bluestein, Fairfield, CT
Mary-Ella Holst, New York, NY
Rev. Marti Keller, Decatur, GA
Verna Livingston, Port Washington, NY
Betty Sanders, Colleyville, TX
Lee Sullivan, Stamford, CT
Nancy W. Van Dyke, Sea Cliff, NY
Arlington, MA - Alliance, First Parish UU
Atlanta, GA - UU Congregation of Atlanta
Manhasset, NY - Women’s Group, UU 

Congregation at Shelter Rock
Minneapolis, MN - First Universalist Church
New York, NY - Women’s Alliance, Unitarian 

Church of All Souls
Santa Fe, NM - UUWF Chapter, UU 

Congregation of Santa Fe

Maria Louise Baldwin Circle ($500-$999)
Julia and Arnold Bradburd, Gwynedd, PA
Linda Lu Burciaga, Newburyport, MA
Donald V. Cavanaugh, Seattle, WA
Bellevue, WA - Women’s Perspective, East Shore 

Unitarian Church
Brooklyn, NY - Women’s Alliance, First Unitarian
Detroit, MI - Women’s Alliance, First UU Church 
Kansas City, MO - Demeters, All Souls UU Church
Littleton, MA - Littleton Branch Alliance, First 

Church Unitarian
Louisville, KY - Women’s Alliance, First Unitarian
Madison, WI - UU Alliance, First Unitarian Society
New York, NY - Unitarian Church of All Souls
Paramus, NJ - Women’s Alliance, Central Unitarian 
Salem, OR - UUWF Group, UU Cong. of Salem
San Diego, CA - UUWF, First UU Church
Schenectady, NY - Women’s Alliance, First 

Unitarian Society
Stockton, CA - UU Alliance, First UU Church
Swampscott, MA - UU Women of Greater Lynn, 

UU Church of Greater Lynn

Maria Mitchell Circle ($250-$499)
Luz Bravo-Gleicher, Providence, RI
Dr. Barbara W. Brown, Glencoe, MO
Joan Cudhea, San Diego, CA
Denny Davidoff, Norwalk, CT
Carla Feldhamer, Carbondale, IL
Ashley Garrett, Manhattan, NY
Meg Herman, Oak Park, IL
Janet Holden, Oak Park, IL
Dr. Doris Hunter, Cambridge, MA
Arlene M.D. Johnson, Tulsa, OK
Ardith B. Kerst, Ft. Collins, CO
Dr. Kevyn Malloy, Washington Crossing, PA
Gladys McNatt, Madison, NC
Jane Ramsey, Richmond, CA
Rev. Shirley Ranck, Ph.D., Sunnyvale, CA
Janet Randolph, Washington, DC
Phyllis C. Rickter, Arlington, MA
Akron, OH - UU Women’s Association, UU 

Church of Akron
Bloomfield Hills, MI - Unitarian Alliance, 

Birmingham Unitarian Church
Chandler, AZ - UUWF, Valley UU Church
Chicago, IL - Women’s Alliance, Third Unitarian 
College Station,TX- Women’s Alliance, UU 

Church of the Brazos Valley
Concord, MA - Women’s Parish Assoc., First Parish
East Lansing, MI - Women’s Fellowship, UU 

Church of Greater Lansing
Eugene, OR - Women’s Alliance, UU Church
Grosse Pointe, MI - Women’s Alliance, Grosse 

Pointe Unitarian Church
Honolulu, HI - UUWF, First Unitarian Church of 

Honolulu
Milwaukee, WI - Womanspirit/Emerson Guild, 

First Unitarian Society
New York, NY - Community Church, Ethelwyn 

Doolittle Justice and Outreach Fund
Pittsburgh, PA - Women’s Alliance, First Unitarian
Plainfield, NJ - Women’s Alliance, First Unitarian 

Society
Plano, TX - Women’s Alliance, Community UU 

Church
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA - Women’s Federation, 

Pacific Unitarian Church
Santa Monica,CA - Women’s Alliance, UU 

Community Church of Santa Monica
Wayzata, MN - UU Women West, UU Church of 

Minnetonka

Dr. Martha May Eliot Circle ($100-$249)
Suzanne M. Ames, Tulsa, OK
Mary Amundsen, Rochester, MN
AnnLiv Bacon, Edina, MN
Martha Baron, Greenville, SC
Nancy Bartlett, Decatur, GA
Rev. Eliza Blanchard, Westborough, MA
Rev. Rebecca Blodgett, Concord, MA
Eunice L. Boardman, Rock Island, IL
Bonnie Brae, Los Angeles, CA
Marina B. Brown, Ann Arbor, MI
Evelyn Buell, Victoria, BC
Marcia M. Bystrom, Florence, AL
Susan Hardinge Caravello, Glen Cove, NY
Velain Carnall, LaGrange, IL
Rev. Barbara Child, Nashville, IN
Paula A.Copestick, Bonita Springs, FL
Frances Chase Courtsal, Pittsburgh, PA
Katherine C. Cox, Camp Hill, PA
Mary Cullen, Lakewood, CO
Randy Diner, Albuquerque, NM
Susan Eckert, Arnold, MD
Phyllis Fairman, Minneapolis, MN
Martha Fay, Savannah, GA
Elizabeth Fisher, Richmond, CA
Sandra Fisher, New York , NY
Anna M Forbis, Clemson, SC
Joyce A. Gad, Cary, NC
Evelynn Gioiella, New York, NY
Nannette Guerin, Chula Vista, CA
Connie Hart, Haverford, PA
Pamela L. Healey, New York, NY
Jean Hellmuth, Carmichael, CA
Priscilla Ledbury, Denver, CO
Mary Leonard, Boulder, CO
Virginia M. Lutton, Cincinnati, OH
Marj Lynn, Ipswich, MA
Skye Maher, Portsmouth, NH
Sandra Manzella, Boston, MA
Phyllis Marsh, Annapolis, MD
Eva Marx, Hingham, MA
Kathryn McIntyre, Hamilton, ON
Marilyn Mehr, PhD, New York, NY
Linda Melski, Marshfield, WI
Mary E. Mercier, Hanson, MA
Rev. Alison Miller, Morristown, NJ
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Beatrice Miller, Wellesley Hills, MA
Joan Moore, Nashville, TN
Elizabeth Muller, Edmond, OK
Eugene Navias, Dorchester, MA
Louise Noble, La Grange Park, IL
Janet R. Nortrom, Milwaukee, WI
Rev. Carolyn Owen-Towle, San Diego, CA
Dorothy K. Powers, Atlanta, GA
Barbara Prairie, Berea, KY
Janet Prince, New Castle, NH
Carol Rader, Framingham, MA
Mitra Rahnema, Laguna Hills, CA
Ruth Reeves, Plandome, NY
Rebekah K. Richardson, Nahant, MA
Violet E. Rutledge, Silver Spring, MD
Bonnie Sachs, Palo Alto, CA
Ruth M. Shaw, Collinsville, IL
Marcia Joslyn and Peter Sill, Seattle, WA
Marjorie Smith, Wilsonville, OR
Ellen Spencer, Brookline, MA
Dee Stegman, Cincinnati, OH
Paula Stelzner, New York, NY
Cynthia Grant Tucker, Cordova, TN
Ellen Wehrle, Oak Park, IL
Jan Weigle, Mikwonago, WI
Rhoda Whitney, Denver, CO
Edwin F. Wilde, Spartanburg, SC
Beth Williamson, Bedias, TX
Sylvia Wince, Dayton, OH
Leslie Woodward, Dayton, OH
Ballou-Channing District - Womensphere
Bellingham, WA - Women’s Alliance, Unitarian 

Fellowship
Bloomington, MN - Women’s Fellowship, 

Minnesota Valley UU Fellowship
Brewster, MA - Women’s Circle Alliance, First 

Parish Brewster
Central Midwest District - UU Women’s 

Connection
Chicago, IL - Women of the Castle, Beverly 

Unitarian Church
Dallas, TX - Women’s Day Alliance, First 

Unitarian Church
Denver, CO - Front Range Women’s Spirituality 

Group
Hartford, CT - Unitarian Women’s Alliance, 

Unitarian Society of Hartford
Houston, TX - Women’s Alliance, Emerson 

Unitarian Church
Memphis, TN - Women’s Alliance, First 

Unitarian Church of the River
Minneapolis, MN - Alliance, First Unitarian 

Society
Orange, NJ - UU Church of Essex County
Orlando, FL - Alliance, First Unitarian Church
Pasadena, CA - Throop Memorial Church
Rochester, MN - Clara Barton Guild, First UU
Santa Paula, CA - Mary Livermore Society, UU 

Church

Other Donors ($99 and under)
Lynn Alsmeyer-Johnson, Arlington, VA
Ellie  R. Anderla, Glendale, AZ
Rev. Meredith U. Anderson, Orwell, VT
Dorothy Andrews, Bellmore, NY
Jean Andrews, Dearborn, MI
Caroline C. Armstrong, Tucson, AZ
Elizabeth Arnold, Wethersfield, CT
Rev. Nancy O. Arnold, Akron, OH
Ruth Ashley, Sharon, MA
JoAnn Bachar, Milwaukee, WI
Faith Bailey, Deerfield, IL 
Brenetta Howell Barrett, Chicago, IL
Sheila Cran Barry, Marblehead, MA
Sara Beard, Avondale Estates, GA
Margaret Beck, Grosse Point Farms, MI
Phyllis Belk, Philadelphia, PA
Jeanne Millett Bell, Bernardston, MA
Anna Bender, Madison, WI
Francesca Benson, Princeton, NJ

Sonya Berg, Rociada, NM
John J.  Blevins, Kansas City, MO
Betty Bode, Tulsa, OK
Marianna Bornholdt, Santa Fe, NM
Ann E. Boynton, Melrose, MA
Margaret Braxton, Arlington, MA
Joyce Brown, Fort Worth, TX
Merilys P. Brown, Green Valley, AZ
Marie Buckey, San Diego, CA
Ann Butler, North Haven, CT
Catherine Carlson, Salem, OR
Nuala Carpenter, Wayne, PA
Beth Casebolt, St. Clairsville, OH
Megan Casebolt, St. Clairsville, OH
Jeanne Casey, Green Valley, AZ
Judith Margo Clark, SantaFe, NM
Vidal Clay, Westport, CT
Kate Cole, Somerville, MA
Wendy Cooper, Madison, WI
Inge Crowley, Gurnee, IL
Mary Rose Curtis, Bethesda, MD
Beverly Daly, Louisville, KY
Maxine Dangler, Glen Cove, NY
Patricia Cookston Davidson, Dallas, TX
Mary Louise DeWolf, Crystal River, FL
Cornelia Do, Long Beach, NY
Melinda Drake, Canton, MI
Sandra Eckert, Palmyra, PA
Margaret Ellis, Redondo Beach, CA
Gwendolyn Essinger, Houston, TX
Ann Fleury, Madison, WI
Jane L. Flueckiger, Oxford, OH
Beverly Anderson Forbes, Renton, WA
Yvonne Fowler, Detroit, MI
Janet French, Valparaiso, IN
David Friedman, Rochester , NY
Sharon A. Fulton, Salt Spring Island, BC
Florence Furst, Roslyn Heights, NY
Ellen Gariepy, Marblehead, MA
Lois Gilbert, El Sobrante, CA
Drane Gornell, Norcross, GA
Margaret Hall, Issaquah, WA
Barbara Hanneman, Turner, OR
Carolyn Hayek, Kirkland, WA
Kathleen Hering, Auburn, CT
John Hickey, Cambridge, MA
Judith Hishikawa, Paramus, NJ
Gwenyth Hooper, Arlington, MA
Rosemary Hostetler, Bellingham, WA
Alice Jackson, New York, NY
Nancy P. James, Concord, MA
Martha J. Jantho, Chicago, IL
Clarise Jefferson, Normal, IL
Joan S. Johnson, Louisville, KY
Mary Johnston, Falls Church, VA
Elizabeth Keddy, Shirley, MA
Alice Abel Kemp, New Orleans, LA
Sandra C. King, Acton, MA
Sue King, Needham, MA
Margret Kolbjornsen, Peterborough, NH
Jan Lahr, Corvallis, OR
Barbara Starr Langhus, Tulsa, OK
Marie Laughlin, Cincinnati, OH
Diane L. Lawrence, Greenville, SC
Corinne Le Bovit, Charlottesville, VA
Sandra Light, Woodstock, IL
Claire Lighton, Santa Fe, NM
Diane Lombardy, Great Neck, NY
Tom Loughrey, Orange, CA
Sandra Lynch, Phoenix, AZ
Cheryl MacNeill, St. Petersburg, FL
Louise Malcolm, Peterborough, NH
Eleanor Manire-Gatti, Amherst, MA
Myrtle McMahan, Fort Worth, TX
Kaye S. McSpadden, West Lafayette, IN
Alexander Meek, Sun Lakes, AZ
Alexandra Mezey, Newburyport, MA
Rev. Betty Jo Middleton, Alexandria, VA
Ellen Moomaw, East Aurora, NY
Jeanne Morrel-Franklin, St. Louis, MO

Kerry Mueller, Fayetteville, AR
Meadow Muska, Savage, MN
Laura Nagel, Houston, TX
Sue Nichols, New York, NY
Jan Oen, Alamosa, CO
Rev. Marcia Olsen, Brookings, OR
Pat O’Malley, Wheaton, IL
Betty L. Ortez, Sunnyvale, CA
Andrea Ouida, River Edge, NJ
Jeannie Owen, Joliet , IL
Emily Pardee, Brooklyn, NY
Anne C. Parton, Fort Myers, FL
Mary Ellen Pate, College Station, TX
Rose Pavlow, Warwick, RI
Jane Perkins, Bristol, RI
Nancy J. Peterson, Schenectady, NY
Helen R. Pickett, Chatham, MA
Helen Popenoe, Bethesda, MD
Anne Pratt, Framingham, MA
Dorothy Prier, Royal Oak, MI
Anne Principe, Swampscott, MA
Nancy Rieser, West Kingston, RI
Barbara D. Roberts, Woodbury, CT
Frances C. Rose, Fort Myers, FL
Judith Rowland, San Diego, CA
Marcia Schekel, Vancouver, WA
Rosemary Schumann, S. Setauket, NY
Edith P. Schwede, Lakewood, OH
Janet P. Searles, East Greenwich, RI
Duane Shaneyfelt, Lindenhurst, IL
Pat Simon, Waltham , MA
Barbara Simonetti, Brookline, MA
Frances Sink, Wilton, CT
Patricia Skippon, Toronto, ON
Patricia C. Solomon, Cleveland Heights, OH
Dorothy Sonn, Stamford, CT
Mary Sparks, Chicago, IL
Marian Stanton, Concord, NH
Ruth Kotcher Steinberg, Great Neck, NY
Rev. Connie Sternberg, Manchester, CT
Elizabeth G. Stevens, San Diego, CA
Kelley Stratmann, Buckeye, AZ
Pat S. Strayer, Irvine, CA
Lee Strickholm, Bloomington, IN
Phyllis Thayer, Kalamazoo, MI
Mary W. Thomson, Little Rock, AR
Joan Tobin, Lake Ronkonkoma, NY
Marion Tratnyek, Sudbury, MA
Rosellen Trunnell, San Pedro, CA
Carol Venable, San Diego, CA
Marion V. Vrusho, Stamford, CT
Helen Walther, Ft. Myers, FL
Nancy Wangler, Minneapolis, MN
Elisabeth Weida, Oakland Gardens, NY
Luan Wells, Racine, WI
Blanche Wentworth, Encino, CA
Barbara Wheeler, Concord, MA
Iantha Whittaker, Miami, FL
Rev. Bets Wienecke, Carpinteria, CA
Carole Williams, Fairmont, WV
Anita Winchester, Southbury, CT
Elizabeth Winder, Lansing, MI
Nancy Witherell, Brooklyn, NY
Faith Woodman, Golden Valley, MN
Nancy S. Young, Honolulu, HI
Alton, IL - Anna D. Sparks, First Unitarian Church 
Avon, IL - Federated Church Women, Federated 

Church
Billerica, MA - First Parish
Dedham, MA - Dedham Branch General Alliance, 

First Church in Dedham
Kingston, MA - First Congregational Parish
Kirkwood, MO- Women’s Alliance, Eliot Unitarian 

Chapel
Oklahoma City, OK - First Unitarian Church
Portsmouth, NH - Women’s Web, South Church 

UU of Portsmouth
Riverside, CA - UUWF, UU Church
Savannah, GA - UU Church of Savannah
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UUA Presidential Candidates

Liberal religious women and men began 
to consider the possibilities of “God as 
woman,” “Goddess” or “Sophia” as images 
for transcendent qualities which had been 
underrepresented in our living tradition. 
What some feared would be the ‘feminiza-
tion’ of our faith, has become instead a 
driving force in modern time, opening us to 
visions of the divine in feminine terms. 

On a very practical level, our UUA Wash-
ington Office has a Women’s Issues Intern-
ship, supported by the gifts of many people 
who value and understand the importance 
of a liberal religious voice on women’s is-
sues with a continued presence on the Hill. 
In addition, thanks to grants for feminist 
theaological study, our movement is already 
reaping benefits in unique scholarship by 
and about women. 

The impact of all this has been more pro-
found than I can state here. The feminine 
face and voice of the Holy is found in 
our hymns, our readings, our theaology, 
and its power is both spoken and lived, as 
evidenced by the number of women in our 
ministry and lay leadership. Blessed be. 

What is your appraisal of the status of  
our women in the UU ministry (or other 
religious professionals)?
As one of the first women to serve a large 
church in our tradition as Senior Minister, 

I can say without reservation that the status 
of women in the UU ministry has dramati-
cally improved. 

Search Committees now are, by and large, 
open to women and I am greatly encouraged 
by the talent and energy of the women who 
are choosing our ministry as their vocation. 

Like the larger society, however, we have yet 
to figure out how to support women in the 
hard duties of ministry while tending their 
growing families. Even in the best of situa-
tions, women ministers still find the work 
of ministry and child rearing very difficult 
to manage. 

In addition, the status of our Religious 
Educators, while improved, still reflects the 
attitude of many congregations that work 
with children is “peripheral.” Our Renais-
sance Modules have made it possible for 
women to grow in depth and skills while 
staying close to their current congregations, 
and the certification of Religious Educators 
is an important step in raising the status 
of religious educators in our congregations 
and retaining our best talent. Yet salaries 
continue to lag, and turnover continues to 
be high. We have work still to do. 

What do you believe are the key justice  
issues facing women, and what should be 
our Association’s response? 

Equal pay for equal work. We must ensure 
that our own congregations address this 
issue in the ways they pay childcare workers, 
religious educators, and other positions in 
which many women work for our congrega-
tions. 

Reproductive Health, Reproductive Rights.  
We must continue to lobby for women’s 
reproductive health and rights through our 
Washington office and through the UU/
UN office. It is vital that we facilitate the 
building of coalitions with other women’s 
organizations in our communities to make 
sure that abortion is available and safe, and 
that reproductive health care is available 
and convenient, especially for the poor.  
In addition, we must continue to support 
those people in our congregations who are 
providing these services and who often feel 
under siege. 

Economic Resources. We must encour-
age congregations to form micro-lending 
groups to assist women with the capital 
they need to start businesses and become 
self-sufficient, both in our own country 
and globally.  It’s just as important for all of 
us to be a witness to, and an advocate for 
women’s philanthropy, wherever it occurs in 
our congregations. Finally, we must lift up 
the possibilities of supporting programs for 
women and girls in our communities.

Hallman, cont. from Page 1

The feminist emphasis on the relational is 
transforming congregational life. I see its in-
fluence in small group ministry, in pastoral 
care, in counseling, in fellowship activities. 
The emphasis on the relational shapes youth 
religious education and efforts to weave 
connections among the generations.

Our view of power has been reframed by 
feminist perspectives. Our emphasis on 
power as something shared (“power with”) 
versus hierarchy (“power over”) emerges 
from feminism. We are more likely to seek 
consensus, more likely to make certain that 
everyone is heard, because of feminism. 

Modern Unitarian Universalism, both in 
theory and in practice, is no longer imagin-
able without feminist thinking. 

What is your appraisal of the status of 
women in the UU ministry (or other  
religious professionals)?
The progress of women in our ministry has 
been stunning. We now have more women 
than men in ministry. The majority of 
newly fellowshipped ministers are women. 
Women ministers lead some of our largest 
congregations. Any list of our most promi-
nent ministers includes many women.

However, much remains to be done. Most 
large churches still have male senior min-
isters. Women are still more likely to serve 
part time and in our lowest paying posi-
tions. The status of community ministers, 
many of them women, continues to be 
below other categories of ministry.

My major area of concern for women serv-
ing our movement is the situation of our 
religious educators. While we have made 
progress in this area, religious educators, the 
vast majority of them women, typically feel 
they are not respected and are not treated as 
colleagues by parish ministers. Indeed, the 
problem of the relationship between parish 
minister and female religious educator is so 
pervasive that it needs an institutional re-
sponse. I believe the UUA, LREDA and the 
UUMA should work together to develop 
a program to improve parish minister/reli-
gious educator collaboration. 

What do you believe are the key justice  
issues facing women, and what should be 
the Association’s response?

morales, cont. from Page 1

Continued on Page 6



Three by Three: Responses to Questions  
Posed to Candidates for UUA Presidency
by Rev. Marti Keller
Vice President/Communications 

he Communicator put the same three 
questions we posed to the candidates 
for the UUA presidency to three 

women with expertise and passion around the 
issues we focused on: religious feminisms, UU 
women in professional ministry, and pub-
lic policy advocacy. Their responses are not 
presented as counterpoints to the candidates’ 
answers. Rather, we hope they help inform 
the conversation and the right of individual 
conscience of all those with a stake in this 
election. Each woman was asked a particular 
question, in light of the more than 30 years 
since the historic UUA Women and Religion 
Resolution was adopted, and looking ahead to 
the next four to eight years – the term of office 
of the future head of the UUA.
 
Rev. Elizabeth Lerner: How have feminist 
thealogies/theologies impacted our living 
liberal religious tradition and where do we go 
from here? 

Rev. Lerner is minister 
of the UU Church of 
Silver Spring, MD. 
With the Church of the 
Larger Fellowship, she 
was awarded a Margaret 
Fuller Grant in 2008 to 
develop “Ancient Roots: 

The Feminist face of Western Religion,” a 
course offering a new chance for UU women 
and men around the world to connect their 
own lives and spirituality with the history of 
important female figures in ancient religion, 
in the Jewish and Christian scriptures, and 
women religious leaders from the modern 
Western world. The 12-session course has 
been offered through CLF.
 
She sees a role for the UUA leadership in 
calling for and actively promoting a matur-
ing religious education program, deepening 
and broadening opportunities across age and 
gender, as well as race and ethnicity, embed-
ding religious feminisms within our living 
faith tradition:

“Women’s theology is still seen as a women’s 
issue, and I hope it will change.  It started 
out as a sense of exclusivism, an assumption 
that men wouldn’t be motivated or interested 
or appropriate to the conversation. My hope 
would be that the UUA would encourage and 

create programming that made room for 
men to attend and be part of this.”
 
After all, she notes, the original society that 
honored women as Goddess and Priest-
ess were not exclusively female. “There are 
interesting lessons that cross gender lines, 
not only women’s experiences but men’s 
experiences.”
 
She also invites the feminist movement in 
religion to be more careful about how we 
categorize women’s history in religion. We 
sometimes gloss over aspects that might be 
troublesome, she observes. We need to be 
careful about the difference between theory 
and fact.
 
Rev. Diane Miller: What is your appraisal 
of the status of women in the UU ministry 
(or other religious professionals)? 

Rev. Miller is minister 
of the First Religious 
Society in Carlisle, 
MA. Prior to that she 
managed the Depart-
ment of Ministry for 
the UUA, was herself 
a candidate for the 

president of the UUA, and served on the 
committee which crafted our Principles and 
Purposes.
 
Diane sees a huge change in the presence 
and status of women in professional min-
istry since her ordination, from very few to 
over 50 percent. She also reminds us that it 
has not been so very long that this shift oc-
curred, and that there are still lags and gaps. 
 
She recalls that when she was pregnant 
in 1981, she called the UUA to ask what 
the policy was in this circumstance. She 
was told she was the first full-time, settled 
minister to have a baby while serving a con-
gregation.  At that time, other women in 
ministry were coming into the professional 
ministry after that point in their lives.  Prior 
to her query, the UUA had not confronted 
the particular issues surrounding pregnancy, 
birth and mothering.
 
“We (the UUA) move with the culture and 
aren’t different from it,” she notes. “We 
need to pay attention to what is happening 
and the institution needs to respond.”

T
 
There has been a tendency to assume that the 
particular issues for women in our ministry 
have been handled, but she sees that within 
our association and its institutions feminism 
“has been devalued… Very pervasive stereo-
types still exist.” There is still evidence that 
larger leadership opportunities are fewer for 
women and that salary compensation is still 
problematic.
 
Overall, she believes, the leadership of the 
UUA, including the new president, needs to 
continue to address and monitor issues around 
equity for women.
 
Susan Leslie, Director of the UUA Office of 
Congregational Advocacy and Witness: What 
do you believe are the key justice issues facing 
women, and what should be our Association’s 
response?

Among the legislative 
objectives developed for 
2009-2010 by the UUA 
Office of Advocacy are 
funding of comprehen-
sive, evidence-based 
sexuality education, 
and increased access to 

abortion and contraception. Susan sees the 
new, progressive administration in Washing-
ton as an opportunity to be even more actively 
pro- health and choice, through the lens of 
anti-oppression since women of color and 
low-income women have a disproportionate 
lack of access. Hopefully, this can be an action 
issue of the month next year.
 
How much focus and resources are given these 
and other issues for women depends in part 
whether these are issues the UUA president 
cares about, Susan says, and whether there 
are partnerships and collaborations available 
to work on these concerns, including  state 
legislative networks and action groups who are 
ready to mobilize within our congregations.
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I will assume that the question targets women 
in America. The justice issues facing women 
in developing countries are a topic requiring 
a far longer answer. There will be times, how-
ever, when the president’s prophetic voice will 
need to be raised in response to issues facing 
women in the world.

The issues facing women living in and near 
our congregations are related to the larger is-
sues of race, class and culture in America. The 
major issues are a familiar litany: reproduc-
tive rights, economic exploitation, education, 
health care and civil marriage. 

These issues confront all women, but the 
effects on women of color and the poor are 
much greater. Undocumented Latina women 
face separation from their children. All 
women of color face economic exploitation. 

Candidates, Continued from Page 4

Reproductive choices are much more limited 
for the poor. 

Justice issues facing women should be part of 
the UUA’s comprehensive effort to be a pro-
phetic voice speaking out against all injustice. 
At the local level, we need to become better 
partners with our congregations. We need to 
help congregations act to counter the injustic-
es that face them in their particular contexts. 
The situations are different in Cleveland and 
in Tucson, in Seattle and Atlanta. 

Two principles should guide us. First, we 
should include the justice issues facing 
women part of the Association’s comprehen-
sive work in public witness and social action. 
Second, we should partner with congrega-
tions in a way that helps them speak and act 
in response to their unique contexts.


