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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Rev. Debra Haffner to receive UUWF’s Ministry to Women Award

Boston, MA – May 17, 2011 – The Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation (UUWF) will present its 2011 Ministry to Women Award to the Reverend Debra Haffner during next month’s General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA).

The UUWF is honoring Rev. Haffner for her long-time and outstanding work in the areas of sexual education, reproductive justice and sexual abuse healing in support of women and girls. In particular, the Federation is recognizing her leadership as Co-founder and Executive Director of the Religious Institute on Sexual Morality, Justice and Healing, an organization that has become a leading resource for faith leaders, congregations, denominational bodies and sexual and reproductive health organizations who seek comprehensive information, technical assistance and outreach strategies.

Prior to her work with The Religious Institute, Ms. Haffner was from 1988 to 2002 the chief executive officer of the Sexual Information and Education Council of the United States.  She is the author of several congregational guides on sexuality as well as of two award-winning books on sexual education for parents.  An ordained minister with a Master of Divinity degree from Union Theological Seminary, she was accepted into fellowship of the Unitarian Universalist ministry in 2002.

"We are especially pleased to be honoring the work of Rev. Haffner this year, at a time when access to family planning information and services has been under increased attack on the federal and state levels in this country," says Rev. Marti Keller, president of the UUWF.  "In recognizing her, we are also affirming the longstanding involvement of our national organization in furthering reproductive justice for women and girls."
The UU Women’s Federation is a membership organization that advances justice for women and girls and promotes their spiritual growth. It is an independent non-profit, 501 (c) (3) corporation and one of only three associate member organizations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, the other two being the UU Service Committee and the UU United Nations Office.  Inheritor of a proud tradition, UUWF was formed in 1963 through consolidation of the Association of Universalist Women (founded in 1869 and believed to be the first organization of lay church women in the United States) and the Alliance of Unitarian Women (1890).

The UUWF presents the Ministry to Women Award most years at the UUA General Assembly to individuals or organizations that have ministered to women in an outstanding manner.  The first award was given in 1974 to Ms. Magazine; other recipients have included poet and diarist May Sarton; Studio D of the National Film Board of Canada, for its films by and about women; Lucile Schuck Longview and Rosemary Matson, initiator and implementor of the UUA’s 1977 Women and Religion resolution; and, most recently, author Cynthia Grant Tucker, PhD, for her book, Prophetic Sisterhood:  Liberal Women Ministers of the Frontier, 1880-1930.
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