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EQUITY AND JUSTICE GRANTS PROGRAM

APPLICATION
 “. . . supporting bold, innovative projects that effect positive social change

 in the lives of women and girls. . . and supporting initiatives that challenge

 the root causes and the consequences of gender oppression. . .”

– Grants Panel Mission Statement, 2004

GUIDELINES

Grants are made to Unitarian Universalist organizations or UU groups, or to groups or organization with a significant number of UUs involved in the hands-on work of the project.  The program welcomes proposals addressing a wide range of issues consistent with UU principles and which emphasize the achievement of social justice for women in areas such as:  women’s health; abortion/reproductive rights; age discrimination; war; human rights; poverty; unemployment; Bisexual/Gay/Lesbian/Transgender concerns; domestic violence; child abuse; and job discrimination.
FUNDING PRIORITIES/CRITERIA

Priority is given to innovative projects that affect positive social change and address the issue of gender equity.
Priority is also given to projects that address the Unitarian Universalist Association’s priority social justice issues, as those issues relate to women and girls (currently BGLT Equality, Environmental Justice, Immigration Justice, and Reproductive Justice).
We prefer hands-on projects carried out by groups of women within UU congregations.

We prefer projects with plans for income from diverse sources.  Requests for matching grants are viewed favorably (donated expenses and in-kind donations are not eligible for matching funds).

Funding is issued only to 501 (c) 3 organizations:  if your organization or group does not have this status, the board of a 501 (c) 3 organization must agree to act as your fiscal agent.

RESTRICTIONS

Grants are generally not given for equipment or supplies.  As a goal of this program is stimulating new social justice initiatives, grants are not made for projects that are already a part of the on-going work of an organization.  Grant recipients are expected to make progress reports as requested and to complete their projects within two years of receiving the grant funds.  If a project is abandoned before completion, grant funds must be returned to the UUWF. 
GRANT SIZE AND TYPE OF FUNDING

Awards range from $2,000 to $5,000.  The average grant is $2,000 to $3,000.

FUNDING CYCLE AND DEADLINES

Each year’s funding cycle begins with the March 15 application deadline; if the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the deadline is the following Monday.

If submitted via e-mail attachments, applications must be received on or before the deadline.

If submitted via surface mail, applications must be postmarked on or before the deadline.

Recipients are selected by the Equity and Justice Grants Panel two to three months after the deadline and before the annual General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association.  Checks are mailed to recipients by June 30th.

APPLICATION GUIDELINES

Application Methods

Applications may be submitted:

via e-mail, as Microsoft Word or pdf document files (preferred);

via surface mail, as hard copies.
Materials to be Included

All applications must include:

A.
Application Cover Sheet
B.
A narrative, not exceeding eight pages, that responds to the following requests for information.  Format this document for 8½”x11” paper; set margins at ¾” on all four sides; use at least 12 point type for the text; and number the pages.  Type each of the following, including the number, before your response.

1
SUMMARY:  Give a 50 word summary of the project.

2.
HISTORY OF ORGANIZATION:  Briefly describe your organization, the size of its operational budget, its sources of funding, and its history over the past three to five years.  
3.
COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS:  If your project involves collaboration with a non-UU group, describe the relationship and how you are sharing the project’s work.

4.
INSPIRATION:  Briefly describe the inception of or inspiration for this project.

5.
DESCRIPTION:  Describe your project more fully, including the issue(s) it addresses, your goals, and the tasks required to complete it, including a detailed timeline.
6.
PROJECT PERSONNEL:  List the people who will carry out the project’s plan, beginning with the decision-making group.  Describe their relevant skills and experience and their relationship to your organization.  


If you checked “Other” on the Application Cover Sheet, identify the UUs among your project personnel, along with the congregations to which they belong.

If your project involves girls or young women, include brief resumes of the adults

in charge and detail the standards of the adult supervision provided.
7.
CHALLENGE TO GENDER OPPRESSION:  Describe the gender oppression(s) relevant to your project and how your project addresses the oppression(s).

9.
EVALUATION:  Briefly describe the method you will use to evaluate the success of your project.
C.
Project Budget.  After completing your narrative, start a fresh page for your Project Budget.  Following the format on Page 4, detail how the money you are requesting will be allocated.  List other sources of funding, and how those amounts will be allocated.
To Apply Using Microsoft Word Files

1.
Download the Application Cover Sheet from the UUWF website.  It is set up as a Word form – complete it by tabbing from field to field and save it to your hard drive.  It becomes the first of two e-mail attachments that will make up your scholarship application.

2.
Prepare your narrative as a second Word document, with your Project Budget on the last page, following the instructions in “Materials to be Included,” #B and #C.  This is your second e-mail attachment.

3.
Send your application as two attachments to a single e-mail to:  uuwf.funding@uua.org.  Use Equity and Justice Grant Application as your subject line and include your name and Day or Cell Phone number in the text of the e-mail.

To Apply Using PDF Files or Hard Copies

1.
Open and print the Application Cover Sheet on the UUWF website and complete it manually.

2.
Prepare your narrative following the instructions, with your Project Budget on the last page, following the instructions in “Materials to be Included,” #B and #C.

3.
PDF submissions:  scan your Application Cover Sheet and narrative into a single pdf file and e-mail it as at attachment to:  uuwf.funding@uua.org.  Use Equity and Justice Grant Application as your subject line and include your name and Day or Cell Phone number in the text of your e-mail.

4.
Surface mail submissions:  send six copies of your application to:  Equity and Justice Grant Panel, UUWF, 25 Beacon St., Boston, MA  02108.
Remember:
E-mail submissions must be received before or on the deadline.

Surface mailed submissions must be postmarked before or on the deadline.
Questions?  Contact Ellen Spencer at the UUWF Office.

EQUITY AND JUSTICE PROJECT BUDGET
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