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Marjorie Bowens-Wheatley Grants Program
Ministry is what we do together – clergy and the laity. It flows from a religious conviction that invites people to become more of themselves, more whole, as we give witness to a vision of a world transformed by our care. –  Rev. Marjorie Bowens-Wheatley, January 2005
The Marjorie Bowens-Wheatley Grants Program will provide direct financial support to women aspirants and candidates to the Unitarian Universalist ministry who identify as people of color, Latina or Hispanic.  The annual grants are for general support of recipients as they follow their paths into the UU ministry.  No post-grant accounting of how the grant is used is required.
Each year’s funding cycle begins with the March 15 application deadline, with applicants notified of the selection results in June.

– Application –
Please complete the form below and follow the instructions on page 2.  Print or write legibly.  If you received this application as a Word attachment to an e-mail, you can also keyboard the information directly into the form below.
Applicant Name:
_______________________________________________________________
Street Address:
_________________________________________________________________
City, State/Zip Postal Code:
_______________________________________________________
Day Phone: _______________ Evening Phone: _______________ Cell Phone:
______________
Email address:
_________________________________________________________________
Important:  I authorize the UU Women's Federation to verify with the UUA's Ministerial Credentialing Office that I am an aspirant or a candidate. I also authorize the Ministerial Credentialing Office to release to the UU Women's Federation copies of any financial forms that I have submitted to the Ministerial Credentialing Office.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Signature
Date

On a separate sheet, please submit a one-page essay addressing the following questions:
1. What is the nature of your call to ministry?  What are you passionate about?

2. What is your racial/ethnic/cultural background and how does it influence your goals for ministry?

3. The Reverend Marjorie Bowens-Wheatley dedicated much of  her life’s energy to creating a better world.  How does her work in promoting justice, fighting oppression, and creating a more equitable world relate to your dreams and plans for ministry?

Please surface mail your essay, along with the first page of this document with the form at the bottom completed, by December 31 to:

UU Women’s Federation

25 Beacon Street

Boston, MA  02108

Applications submitted via e-mail or e-mail attachment will not be considered.

The selection of recipients will be made by UUWF’s Marjorie Bowens-Wheatley Grants Committee:

Rev. Danielle Di Bona

Rev. Leslie Takahashi Morris

Rev. Rosemary Bray McNatt
The Life and Legacy of  Rev. Marjorie Bowens-Wheatley

(1949-2006)

Marjorie Rebekah Bowens was born on August 6, 1949, the fourth of 10 children born to the former Bernice Loretta Wheatley and Daniel Lee Bowens. She spent most of her childhood in Philadelphia, the place of her birth; but was acculturated in the ways of the south and the Caribbean through the heritage of her parents.  She graduated from Dobbins Vocational-Technical School in 1967, having majored in Business Education. For the next few years, she worked as a legal and medical secretary. In 1969, she married Alfred Edmonds and from this union, Tonya was born. The couple divorced in 1973.
Marjorie began her college career at Temple University at the age of 25, double majoring in Radio, Television & Film and Pan-African Studies. She continued graduate studies at the American University where she earned a Master of Arts degree in International Development and Visual Media. Marjorie's career in public television began with a production internship with a weekly program, "Black Perspective on the News," and continued with a nightly news and issue analysis program, "Evening Exchange." In addition to being nominated for an Emmy Award for a program she produced with writer Maya Angelou, Marjorie received the World Hunger Media Award for her hour-long documentary, "After the Rains," which explored drought and environmental decay across the Sahara desert.
After seven years in the media, and after joining All Souls Church in Washington, D.C., Marjorie felt a calling to work full time in a way that expressed her religious values. She moved to Boston to work as Director of Public Affairs for the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. A year later she accepted a position as program officer for the Veatch Program at what is now the Unitarian Universalist Society in Shelter Rock in Manhasset, Long Island. During her three-year tenure there, she was responsible for recommending approximately one million dollars per year to fund organizations working for progressive social change.
Her work at the Service Committee and at the Veatch Program, accompanied by independent study on the theology and ministry of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Howard Thurman, ultimately led Marjorie to understand her own calling to ministry. In the fall of 1991, she entered Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington DC and in 1994, she was awarded a Master of Divinity degree (cum laude), and was ordained in Washington, DC, in December 1994 at her home congregation, All Souls Church Unitarian.
Marjorie became Affiliate, then Associate, Minister at the Community Church of New York City in 1994 and also served as District Extension Minister for the Metro New York District and Field Consultant for the UUA Department of Faith in Action. These assignments continued until she accepted a position as Co-Interim Minister of the First Unitarian Universalist Church in Austin Texas in 1999, which she served along with her husband, the Reverend Clyde Grubbs.
In 2000, Marjorie Bowens-Wheatley joined the UUA staff as Adult Programs Director in the Religious Education department. In 2003, she accepted the call to the UU Church of Tampa, Florida, which she served through 2006. She had accepted a call to serve as Associate Minister of First Unitarian Church of San Diego, California, but withdrew because of illness.  Following a short struggle with gallbladder cancer, Marjorie died quietly at her sister's home in Vineland, NJ, on Dec. 10, 2006, with her daughter, husband and close friends by her side.
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