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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST WOMEN’S FEDERATION

Statement re Federal Funding Cuts to Planned Parenthood and Title X

March 14, 2011

The Board of Trustees of the Unitarian Universalist Federation (UUWF), a founding member of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice (RCRC) joins the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) in supporting Planned Parenthood and other reproductive justice organizations that provide critical services to women, men, and families who otherwise could not afford quality health care and services.  

The vote by the U.S. House of Representatives would cut funding not only to Planned Parenthood but to Title X, which provides support for many family planning programs and reproductive health care centers.  

The House's decision disproportionately affects low-income women by threatening their access to affordable health care provided by organizations like Planned Parenthood, including contraception and pre-natal care. This also impacts young women and families who rely on the plethora of services available at Planned Parenthood such as sexual health education and reproductive options counseling. By denying funding, our government is denying many low-income women, including teens and young women, the right to access services that promote their well-being.
As Trustees of the UUWF, we are moved to this action by our organization’s long-standing support of reproductive justice.  In addition to our role as a co-founder and continuing member of the RCRC, this has been expressed through resolutions adopted by our membership.  Our leadership has also honored RCRC and Planned Parenthood with our Ministry to Women Award for their outstanding service to women.  Most recently, survey data has affirmed that reproductive justice remains a leading issue of concern among our constituency.  
The bill to cut funding for Planned Parenthood and Title X now moves to the U.S. Senate for a vote.  We join with the UUA in using our voices to contact our Senators.  We must insist that they refuse to cut funding to Planned Parenthood and Title X. 
The UUWF is a continental membership organization that advances justice for women and girls and promotes their spiritual growth.  It is an independent non-profit, 501 (c) (3) corporation and one of only three associate member organizations of the UUA.

For more information about the UUWF, visit us at http://www.uuwf.org.
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Rev. Marti Keller, UUWF President
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